
Background 

Research shows that in 81% of vio-
lent incidents in U.S. schools, 
someone other than the attacker 
knew it was going to happen but 
failed to report it. According to the 
Columbine Commission’s report, 
young people are reluc-
tant to report threats due 
to a student culture that 
fosters and enforces  a 
“code of silence”. 

Safe2Tell provides stu-
dents and adults in all 
Colorado schools and 
communities an increased 
ability to both prevent and report 
violence by making safe, ANONY-
MOUS calls. 

Anonymity is key. Both state law 
and the procedures established by 
Safe2Tell for receiving and for-
warding tips guarantees the ano-
nymity of every caller. Calls are 
answered at a Colorado State Pa-
trol communication center.  When 
action is needed, information is 
immediately forwarded to local 

school officials and law enforce-
ment agencies, as appropriate.  

Safe2Tell then goes the extra step 
and follows up with the school 
who received the tip to ensure 

that it was investigated and 
that action was taken.  The 
assurance that calls cannot 
be tracked and that appro-
priate action will be taken 
is helping persuade young 
people to move away from 
a code of silence and to 
take a stand.  

One benefit of empowering 
students to help create their own 
safe school environment is in-
creased academic performance.  
Dr. Del Elliott of the Center for the 
Study and Prevention of Violence 
states, “In some cases, there is 
little reason to believe that 
changes in curriculum or instruc-
tional practices will have any sig-
nificant effect on academic per-
formance until kids feel safe and 
respected at school .” 

Mission 

To ensure that every Colorado stu-
dent, parent, teacher and community 
member has access to a safe and 
anonymous way to report any con-
cerns to their safety or the safety of 
others, with a focus on early inter-
vention and prevention through 
awareness and education. 

Results 

From September 2004 to December 
2011, numerous calls/web reports/
texts/ have been received resulting 
in 5,113 Tip Reports from 163 Colo-
rado cities and 59 counties. They 
include the following: 

 1,257 Bullying 
 194 Assaults 
 28 Planned School Attacks 
 819 Drugs/ Alcohol 
 168 Cutting 
 40 Domestic Violence 
 641 Suicide Interventions  
 168 Fighting 
 15 Animal Cruelty         
 472 Threats of Violence 
 54 Gangs 
 60 Thefts 
 320 Harassment 
 244 Guns/Weapons 
 45 Sexting 
 318 Sexually Related Crimes 
 270 Child Abuse 
 51 Vandalism 

When young people feel  

threatened or unsafe,  

they need to know that they are 

Safe2Tell. 

Suicide is the 2nd  
leading cause of 
death amongst  
Colorado youth.  

It is the betrayal of 
a friend NOT to tell 

when someone  
needs help. 

School staff intervenes after 
web tip provides detailed 

information of on-going bully-
ing of special needs student. 

An arrest is made after a 
report reveals fire-starting 

activity that caused  
property damage. 

A concerned friend calls to re-
quest help for a student who  

has become severely anorexic, 
needing intervention. 

A parent is referred 
for professional help 

with son who is  
cutting and  

threatening suicide. 

 

A web tip reveals that 
basketball players are 

carrying guns  
in their gym bags. 

A drug search leads to  
narcotics found in the locker 
of a middle school student 

after a Safe2Tell report  
provides detailed information. 

Safe2Tell reports help lead to 
an investigation and citations 

after personal threats are 
issued on MySpace.com. 

A caller feels afraid after a 
break-up with a boyfriend who 
threatens retaliation. Her call to 
Safe2Tell helps her recognize 
dating violence and stalking 

behaviors. 

Safe2Tell™ calls are  

making life safer and better  

one student,  

one school, one community  

at a time 
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