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The attorney general's office has sent an updated violence prevention manual to the state's schools. 

The 110-page manual was first issued seven years ago in the wake of the Columbine High School shootings. The latest version sets out new state laws and legal citations dealing with school safety and disciplinary procedures. 
"We wanted to make it easier for school officials and school resource officers to understand it and implement it," said Kristen Holtzman, spokeswoman for the attorney general's office. 

New laws require schools to report fights on campus and enforce mandatory attendance.  There is also a new section that deals with the legality of a warrantless search of an unconscious person to find out his identity so he can get proper medical attention. 

Other changes have been the result of feedback from school officials. For example, the legal definition of "dangerous weapons" vs. "deadly weapons" has been clarified. 

The manual has been a useful tool, said Ed Ray, chief of the Department of Safety and Security for Denver Public Schools.   "It's a valuable, valuable resource," he said. 

In a cover letter to school officials that accompanied the manual, Attorney General John Suthers mentions the killing of Platte Canyon High School student Emily Keyes in September. He also reminds them of the Safe2Tell hotline for students, teachers, parents and community members. 

Funded by a three-year grant from the Colorado Trust, Safe2Tell has received 251 viable tips through its hotline - 877-542-SAFE. 

"We have had a couple of documented prevention of school attacks, 22 suicide preventions and 37 weapons recovered on school property," said Jo McGuire, program manager for Safe2Tell. 

The manual is available online at www.ago.state.co.us/schoolvio/svpm2006.pdf, or copies can be obtained by calling the attorney general's office at 303-866-4500. 

For more information on the Safe2Tell program, call the program director, Special Agent Susan Payne, at 719-520-7435 or go online at www.safe2tell.org. 
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